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which it was drawn down into the sphere of an "Un-
christian system of thought. Or, as others have held,
they are meaningless attempts to define the incom-
prehensible, from which no satisfaction to the intelli-
gence of man can be drawn. Such a view seems to
me to show a want of the power to recognise that the
controversies of an earlier time have a real meaning,
though the problems discussed are not exactly OUT
problems, and the language used in the debate has
become unfamiliar. If, however, we can get over this
appearance of strangeness, we shall be little inclined
to the superficial view that the human mind wrestled
for centuries over the difference between verbal
definitions of the Unknowable. I do not believe that
controversies about words ever occupy a great space
in human history, although it is true that the con-
troversies of the past often seem to us mere contro-
versies about words. But this is simply because we
have not realised what the issues really meant to
those who contended so strenuously about them.
In the present case we have only to go a little
below the surface to discern the vital relatioij which
the controversies of the early Christian centuries have
to those which occupy our minds in the present day.
The truth is that the question of the early Christian
centuries was simply the great problem as to the
relation of the human to the divine, of the spirits
of men to the absolute Being, which is the greatest